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Adult Social Care and Communities Scrutiny Committee

Tuesday 7 March 2023 at 10.00 am

Cabinet Suite - Shire Hall, Gloucester

AGENDA

4  PREPARATIONS FOR THE CARE QUALITY COMMISSION 
(CQC) ASSURANCE OF ADULT SOCIAL CARE (Pages 1 - 4)

A report from the Executive Director of Adult Social Care, Wellbeing and 
Communities on the actions being taken in preparation for the introduction 
of the Care Quality Commission (CQC) assessment of local authorities 
and Integrated Care Systems from April 2023.

Professor 
Sarah Scott

5  MOTION 908 VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN AND GIRLS (VAWG) 
(Pages 5 - 14)

At the Gloucestershire County Council meeting held on 9 November 2022, 
members considered Motion 908, (Violence Against Women and Girls). 
Please refer to the outcomes of the Motion (attached) at that meeting. 

The members of the Adult Social Care and Communities Scrutiny 
Committee are asked to ‘consider a report on the steps being taken by 
Gloucestershire County Council to end Violence Against Women and Girls 
(VAWG) in Gloucestershire’. 

County Council Officer leads for Domestic Abuse will be in attendance at 
the meeting. A representative from Gloucestershire Constabulary will also 
join the meeting on behalf of the Office of Police and Crime 
Commissioner. The Constabulary will answer questions on their work 
relating to this area.

Claire Procter

Membership –  Cllr Stephan Fifield (Chair), Cllr Cate Cody, Cllr Terry Hale, Cllr Stephen Hirst, 
Cllr Steve Robinson, Cllr Lisa Spivey (Vice-Chair), Cllr Pam Tracey MBE, Cllr Susan Williams and 
Cllr Suzanne Williams 



    

(a) DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – Members requiring advice or clarification about 
whether to make a declaration of interest are invited to contact Rob Ayliffe, Monitoring 
Officer/Head of Strategic Planning, Performance & Change.  01452 328506 e-mail: 
rob.ayliffe@gloucestershire.gov.uk) prior to the meeting.

(b) INSPECTION OF PAPERS AND GENERAL QUERIES - If you wish to inspect minutes or 
reports relating to any item on this agenda or have any other general queries about the 
meeting, please contact: Jo Moore, Senior Democratic Services Adviser :01452 
324196/fax: 425240/e-mail: jo.moore@gloucestershire.gov.uk

 

Please note that photography, filming and audio recording of Council meetings is 
permitted subject to the Local Government Access to Information provisions.  Please 
contact Democratic Services (Tel 01452 324202) to make the necessary arrangements 
ahead of the meeting.  If you are a member of the public and do not wish to be 
photographed or filmed please inform the Democratic Services Officer on duty at the 
meeting.

EVACUATION PROCEDURE - in the event of the fire alarms sounding during the meeting please leave as 
directed in a calm and orderly manner and go to the assembly point which is outside the main entrance to 
Shire Hall in Westgate Street.  Please remain there and await further instructions.

mailto:rob.ayliffe@gloucestershire.gov.uk
mailto:jo.moore@gloucestershire.gov.uk


The CQC assurance framework is new and covers the full extent of our 

responsibilities under the Care Act, Mental Capacity Act and Mental 

Health Act

• How councils work with people

• How councils provide support 

• How councils ensure safety 

• Leadership

We are preparing through oversight by our Transformation board, 

supported by an Assurance steering board, which is focusing on 

• Self-assessment (how are we doing)

• Data (how do we know)

• Improvement planning (what are we doing to improve)

• Communications and engagement

We are using guidance produced by the LGA and are part of ADASS 

regional support networks

Key points from the Scrutiny report 

We know that:

• The assurance regime will change our culture

• Capacity and capability in using data will need to be developed

• We need to improve how we seek feedback from people with lived 

experience

• We have good evidence of a strengths based approach in front line 

practice

• Our partnership arrangements are strong in many areas and where 

they are not we are taking action to improve them. 

We are using our preparedness for CQC Assurance as a lever to 

develop our strategic approach to quality assurance, improvement, 

prioritisation and transformation. There will be four areas of focus:

• Data strategy

• Improvement strategy

• Prioritisation approach for our Transformation programme

• Development of a local account or annual report for adult social care 
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How our assurance cycle will work
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Adults Transformation – how we improve
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April to September 2023

From 1 April, review data and published documentary evidence across all 

local authorities. 

Focus on themes in these 2 quality statements:

• Care provision, integration and continuity

• Assessing needs

Look at themes and insight on:

• access

• commissioning

• market shaping

• workforce

• personalisation

Individual local authority level data will not be published. 

First element towards full assessment of the 2 quality statements. 

Constitutes first steps in developing judgements for individual authorities. 

Provide valuable context and an opportunity to benchmark data.

The CQC timeline – an update 
CQC will start a limited number of pilot assessments from April. 

These will cover up to 5 local authorities between April and 

September 2023.

September to December 2023

Initial formal assessment for all local authorities to establish a 

starting point. 

Starts in September, aim to carry out up to 20 assessments to 

December.

Will work with the local authorities and others on the best way to 

publish

Early 2024 onwards

Carry out further formal assessments from early 2024 onwards 

and report on our findings. 

Publication of individual ratings of local authorities following pilots 

and assessments. 

Intend to work with local authorities and DHSC to inform how to 

publish findings and ratings.
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Violence Against Women and Girls (VAWG): 
update to ASCC Scrutiny Committee

February 2023

Claire Procter, Assistant Director, Public Health and Communities, GCC
Tina Hemingway, Public Health Manager (domestic abuse), GCC
Sophie Jarrett, Domestic Abuse & Sexual Violence Coordinator, Glos Police
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Council motion 908 Prevention of VAWG

‘This council believes that women and girls deserve to live free from intimidation, 

violence and harassment. This council condemns all violence against women and girls 

(VAWG) and notes that it can take many forms, including physical, financial, and 

emotional’.

‘We ask the Adult Social Care and Communities Scrutiny Committee to investigate and 

produce a report for cabinet on any steps the county council can be taking to end 

VAWG in Gloucestershire….’ with a specific focus on how we engage with agencies 

working in the fields of training for professionals and support, information and 

rehabilitation for survivors of violence and abuse. 
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What is VAWG 

‘acts of violence or abuse that we know disproportionately affect women 
and girls’ including, but not limited to the following crimes and behaviour 
‘rape and other sexual offences, domestic abuse, stalking, ‘honour’-based 
abuse (including female genital mutilation, forced marriage, and ‘honour’ 
killings’)’, as well as offences committed online. 

HM Government (2021) Tackling violence against women and girls strategy
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The national & local picture 

• Nationally, 1 in 5 women are victims of sexual assault (or attempted 

assault) in their lifetime (ONS)

• Over 27% of women had experienced domestic abuse since the age of 16 

(ONS)

• In 21/22, 12,797 crimes recorded by Gloucestershire police were tagged as 

VAWG (a 44% increase from 20/21)

• 7670 domestic abuse crimes recorded by Gloucestershire Police in 21/22 (a 

42% increase from 20/21: reflecting a continued upward trend).
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Gloucestershire 
County Council

(statutory duties 
under Domestic 

Abuse Act) 

Importance of a system wide approach

Gloucestershire 
Constabulary 

Office of Police 
and Crime 

Commissioner

Domestic Abuse 
Local Partnership 

Board 

Sexual Violence 
Partnership 

Board 

Safer 
Gloucestershire 

6 Community 
Safety Partnerships 

Health partners, schools, CJS, VCS etc 

District Councils 
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Good existing network of local service provision, including…. 

Gloucestershire Domestic 
Abuse Support Service 

Safe Teenage 
Relationships Education 

and Empowerment Team 
(STREET) 

Positive Relationships 
Gloucestershire –

perpetrator service 

Sexual Assault Referral 
centre 

Safe Partnerships: target 
hardening & sanctuary 

schemes

Safe accommodation-
Places of safety & Stroud 

refuge

Independent Domestic Violence Advisors 
(IDVAs)- health IDVAs, court IDVAs, young 

persons IDVA plus
GP Development Workers

Stalking Clinic Independent 
Sexual Violence 
Advisors service  
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Priority areas 
Support for victims & survivors  

• Providing high quality support services 

• Building trust and confidence in the police

• Supporting victims through the criminal justice system

• Listening to the voice of victims 

Focus on perpetrators 

• Targeting high risk and repeat offenders – MATAC programme

• Education and disruption - ‘Positive Relationships Gloucestershire’ 
service
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Creating safe spaces

• Focus on higher risk locations and night time economy 

• Investment of Safer Streets Funding – mobile CCTV, improved lighting etc

• Working with local community safety partnerships

• The Flare app  

Prevention, early intervention and education 

• Changing societal and organisational attitudes and behaviours

• Working with young people and schools

• Training and awareness raising
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GCC’s work to achieve White Ribbon accreditation 

Demonstrates Council’s commitment to prevent and address male violence 

against women through: 

• Having a positive and safe organisational culture

• Development of a three year action plan

• Network of Ambassadors and Champions

• VAWG training planned for elected members.
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